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MIGERING MIKE
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sddition to a stack of hand-made 458, they found B-track, reel-to-recl and audio
coasette recordings that revealed & soulful creator with minimal rescusoss
Almost everyihing in the lot was eredited 1o Mingering Mike, who appeared fo
have been o young black male in the 1970, though a few records wene atthbuted
to Jossph War, Fambling Ralph, the Big D, Steve Frightened, and varnea sound-
tracks and collaborations

“Who is Mingering Mike?" This is the name of the now nfamous discussion
thread on Soulstret.com, a small web community of crate diggens, through which
morbers Secret Chimp (Dori) and Fathack (Frank] shared their fnd, Alver pie-
tuzes af the album covers were posted online, the wte got around 8,000 hits a day;
word spread quickly through sites like Metalilter and Prisndster. The reaction
was huge.

Dwari and Frank set out to End Mingering Mike, which wasn’t too diflicult, gven
the keniziiving Information on the goods and Don's expenience as a legal irveati-
gator, Their search led them to s humble, good-natured, and hilarious guy who
had long shelved his dreams of celebsity. Having just recently found out that the
contents afl his storage amit were sald, Mike was in shock and was skeptical of
their intentons. “But [ think onee we mentioned the artwork—the album covers
aeid the aTbumms—be amiled,™ sadd Don. "Yoia could séé ift Ko 69ed that B wiai
kind of happy to hear about that stuflf.™ It quickly becams cloar that Dosi snd
Frank truly appreciated and were Gscinated by Mike's story, and thus, & sort of
partnership was b=

i met with Derl, Frank, Mingering Mike, and his oousin Joseph War in Deri’s He-
ing reom on March 21t Mike, who does not wish to distloie hia resl name,
brooght cver some Soal Tradn epmcdes featusing Jemes Browm, which we
watched before prewsing “record.”

Mini Music Heview
by Fatback a.k.a. Frank Boylolic
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Top Ten Song Titles from the Mingering
Mike collection
i:nmpiltd by Secret Chimp:

1. "It's a Good Thing Big D & Mingering
Mike Weren't Here or They'd Be W d.”
from the atbum Nightmare on My Couch
by Steve Frightened & His Nightmares

2. “Think I'm Going to Have To Pawn My
Set or Eat My roan the LP In My

Corner by Rambling Halph.

1, "Let the Mosic Take Your Mind (the
ramblers]” from the Origi
to the film Tight Sque
Mingering Mike Featunng the Big .

d. “I Get Caught Up In My Rhymes Girl
When I'm Rapping T You,™ from fnfo I by
Joseph War

5. “Tone Death.” by the All Matural Funk
Band V" single]

B. “Here's 0 the Jive Cops, from the LF
Gietting To the Root af All Evils by
Mingering Mike.

7. “Underwear Drying st My Front Diod
from the LP In My Caorner by Bambling
Ralph.

B "You Don't Have 1o Wake Me, the
ma Will Do That,”™ from the LP In My
Cormer by Ranmbling Ralph.

9, "Being Cheap Can Fot You [Nob Me] In
Six Feet Deep,” from the LF In My Corner
by Rambling Ralph.

10, “TV Dinners of Mines,™ by HRambling
Ralph [77 simgle).




Erics .‘n.in-g'rr.-_-,- What came :i."l'.—'l-||11r|u_ BIOEN GIf
making album covers?

Mingering Mike: Songs. [ started, 1 think like 67,
meaking up titles, but 1 never wrote any songs. Then
when | did write & song. it didnt sound right
because I just couldn't think of nothing. I think
abaut @ year later, sverything just started coming
tegether. Sometimes you might get a melody before
vou got the lyrics and this was vice versa. 1 just had
words to work with,

EN: Tell us about the imstrumentaton snd the
eguapment Yo used 1o fedord the songe. [ read that
you used afro picks and phone books and & bunch of
irveniive siufl

MM Just & regular tape recorder, and the beat—I"m
not that good at beats, and his [Jossph War's)
naphaw [the Big D) s [ found cut that he sas writ-
ing soags too, And [ eaid hey, maybe we ought to get
together... 3o then we just started doing ad-libe. We
nirfed something on, might have had o thought or
wbea, them Bing! Then we listened to it after and said,
Hey, that's peetty good! So then we started scripting
things adver that...l came up with a song
one day called =1 Need Your Scul® and
1 just happened to be riding my bile
around the city, and & wae just came in
myy bead. T just ran coer to his bouse 1o
record it 1 said, hey, I just thooght of &
brand new song. | don't know what I'm
god g b kY oF anything, but we're going
to dio it right mow. | had already pre-
pared to say that when the recosding
carme o0 because that's cxactly how the
conoept came to me. 3o [ said I'm gping
to express that on the reconding, that it
just came into ey head and 1 den't
Imaw what I'm going to do.

rFrank Beylotte: I noticed how you said
that on the beginning of that “Coffee
Cake”™ song, You said “[ wrete this sang,
uh...right mow! ™

Ebf: How many songs do you estimate
that you recodided?

WIN: Bbscls, [ don't know, Maybe 200,
miaybe more than that.

E M When yvou had these songs in your
Bad, dad yoai envimon them to be Rully
prchesirnied and Eventually &mbeal-
limbed with real intrumenta?

MM: Oh yeah. [ heard muasic, 1 beard
it

EM: When wou heard the reconding
that wou mode, wan that et sstisfying
(LR TR

swingset
MDB: Yeah. Sometimes it wouldn't be, but most of the tioe it was becauns bt was
Just aboat evervthing I thought of at that time, so it worked cut alright.

EN: Who are your favorite muesiciarm?

MM: Oh, Bach, Chopin, Barbara Streisand... [ got inspired by everybody, but
James Brown was the main force behind it becanss his muic wad just something
that you hed 1o hive when you was a1 o party or something.

EM: Can you explain the relationship batweesn the recardings and the album cow-
graf | there a song for every track Llisting on the records and vice verua?
MM “Ml-mmmp“ﬁmmm:mup. And then some songs actual-
Iy came to mae and then & concepl came to me to do an album cover for it... Some
of the stuff I actually wrote |ater just because af the ttle [ kid... So 1 said, yeah,
1 eould have everything in place just in case that Brile dream came roe.

EM: What was the firar afbum cover that you made?

MM 1 think thar was Soein” b the Window. That was about *68-'69, T think, I
hiad to figure out how to do |3 becasee T could loak at something and drany it, but
Jast the thought of something...[wasn't encugh]. So [ set up & mirror and Bad o
vicol and I would just drow it kike that,

EM: Even when there were differsnt chasacten. you would draw syoursell over
and cver agnin?

* lemirurssrrinh s Ong Wecal by S Mingering Biks Tngery b Crhanrs, Argsl pasn fan mafee b percil o Crdboet
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] wanted everything my own. |
wanted an original—not something
that's already out there. When
you're original, it strikes peoples’
interest a little more.

I enight ma well go ahead ard go for
it. ¥oua“ve got the label—you kmow,
s what | could do with that.

s

MBAM: Sex Records—that was
something the Big D thought of.
S0 I aadd pee. it's got sex on i
what kind r.-:".nq,a- cotald T have for
F that? Then [ thought abouat a
headboard, woiu knew? .. Back
then [ was real creative mnd

i ""-;-ll:;.—"'#--.

« Chgcwanie From S record wegpe of “W0 @ (el thiveg By D soxd Weka
i@t AT £ e bodh eyl hies BedA misiSed otk sibum.
Wighrmary om o Cowh By eve Frighismsd and  Hin
Pbghtrnaens, 1T, marhe gl pect o Gl il Beond wrdges, T gl
1 naptiate " by elbragurineg Mihe, VT ot pief L b, B0, (e 0
(asgiapast Fuwndd wraple TN Dirsver ol Bisa® iy Raesbiing Ralph,
PETL syl paers, paer. moren Fd S o CeelEiaE]

everything, and just the ideas and
thoughis kept popping inle iy
head, When you see the albaum or
the labee] 3t e who's on that
particular record, So then 1 G-
ired well, me being all the artists

BT MWim-hamm.

B -5 T L ST Thus mneEel ek i thymam® Yoy wen 1
MM T wnted everything my own. | wanied an original—inot sormething that's
already ot there, When you're ofsginal, it atrikes pecples” interest n litile more.
Everyhody sounds the same, and there's nothing terssting sbout them. 5o
that's the concept | pat toward the albums and everything oo

MM Well, that's what 1 was stumped on at first...then | went down to CVE—
back then it was People’s—and in the art section there, | saw colorful cardboard
I said yeah, I could uie thit. Then [ just took & from there and 1 had 1o trace an
original alburm 8o [ coubd see the exact sime of it, then [ sasd I need & shnnk wiap,
I haed albums 1 didn't care too much about 2o I'd take the shrink wrap off and stick
thermn on the cnes | had. And then it was fimsy, so I nesded & record o go in i
&5 | thought of just cutting out & cardboard of the record, Then [ said well shucks
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and everything. gee. I'd better

wiar on all the labels. Then | said

that’s kind of crazy, I'm going to
ctack open every label Hke this, s [ wid well, let me
Be mare realiatic and have vanous artists. Then after.
we started playing shows..

Mingering Mike and the Colts. fosepd Wie The Big
B, ard Sfeve-a-Reno (Mive's brother the selfpro-
clnfmed “world's wors! magieian”) enferteined awai-
ences with The Mingesing Mike Show, They played
Charmry Ipur-r.'::lr.-n,ﬂ:..'r: o SEVerE CoCAROTIE, o fl"i'lﬂ-ll'-‘-l-
rafs, schoole, and ance in @ soldier’s home; their
el ,J-,-."q:.- g " a8 Frank pat §f, was af L
Eftpabeth's, a mental hospiral tn D.C. They move or
less F-I.-r'.l'b."r_'p,'-'_'.' karsoks insresd of fhenr II-I'IE‘-'ﬂ-iI'
songs. When asked whether he would play another
fhve ahow, Mike [surghed, comcedinyf rihar e "P\.I'i.'-b.}-
by couiid... [ might have fo do a [itle exercise and
evrryiiing for six months ar samething. "



EN: Can youk tefl ua anytheng abouwl what was going

1 80 poar [lfe duning the timse that you sere mnbeing
all these recordings and album covers—Sickle Caill
Anemia, for exnmple?

MM Back then, I called myself the Silent Observes,
to that's all | was doing. just sucking in things and
writing it down later an,..You know how sometimes
wou'd be wetching TV, you might not be payng
attention, then all of a sudden something grabs you,
or an article in the paper of something. 5o they were
talldng about sekle coll, paying it happened to every
cne in ten.

Joseph War: Didn’t vour sister have sickls eall?
MM: My mother did. So 1 theught nobody's saying
anything about stull ke that, let's see what | can do
with that. S just wrote up & song and then thousght
el the album.

EN: What aboul The Two Sadfes
ol Mingerg ke That's nbowt
tniermal conflicy®

MM: That was like, yeah, con-
flict ond everybody had this
forced upon them when they
opened up that letter thai said
‘Gereetings..."

T L from Uscle Sam.”

MM: Yeah, You know, and then
your life, you fgured it was
ruined, since you have to go in
the service thers. So 1t's ke a
person sesing both sides of the
track and deciding which aide
they wani o go o, That's how 1
came up with the concept of
Diviion Records, because [ had
one hand rE-nl'_'Iri.n.g_:l'ul' P, and
the other i reaching for a micro-
phone. Then 1 had a littls title on
there: which one would you
choose?

EM: [t apema Hios the Vietmam War affected o lot aof
thess albumasTecording

MM: It was everything, everything around me that
affected me. [ wasn't a politician or anyihéng. | could-
&'t get on TV and tell people about this or take inter-
est In this or that...s0 I just figured 1 would just put
it in my worda,

EMN: What did you try 1o do o put the work out
therd? Dhd yoi cohlast any feoard labeds, temd
demso. .. 7

MM: Yeah, 1 did that one time. In the back of mag-
azines they had o Httle advertising section, and in the
back it sabd “we'll put your lyrics o mmic™ for
£39.99, 1 sadd, | might try it out. Then [ said no, no,
I lersowr what 11 do, Tl write the evost craziest dumb-

o (Derl Madsr amd Frank Beylofin 2008 Pz fros Aegery

swingset
et song I can think of and ses i they'll tell me if it's good or bad. So when [ did
send it off to them, they sald, *This & the most fantastic thing we ever bheard 10
e |Ee. We want your song! Send us mare momey and we'll got musicians and
singers and...™ I said uh-huh, K. 3o 1 left it alone after that. But then it was still
eatin’ a1 me so then I was looking in the yellow pages and they had a local musi-
cian that eould gt youar lyries to piano moske. 1 said bot me try that guy. And that
wis anly 20 bucks, 30 it looked real professions] with the lyrics and the mussie, 1
wanbd boy this wouald be fantastic but I can't read it.

EN: How loag has 11 béen ance you have made any kind of drawing or albuem
cver?

MM: Oh shucks. .. probably when | put everything in storage, that was sbout the
end of that. [ always had thoughts of it, but [ ain't got too much time,

EM: Why dhd vesa ut all the atsll s viorags:’

B Well, I was im the process of moving, and | had to put the stuffl samewhene,
[ put it in the storage thers, and 1 was working and voo koo, just padang i...0e0
years af pEving i, 80 that shows
same kind of dedication, I probably
would bave had it out this year if
things went DK, but they dids't
But this 3 & nace Bttle consolation
priss,

EM: Now there are plam in the
works for publichy dmplaveig the
itk

Dorl Hadar: It's all in the very
basic planning stages right now
But definitely a book and probably
a traveling ahow b galleries of
erusesims. . And the music, alo, . .1
think & CD could go along with the
book, There are some oeal inter-
esting possibilities with the misse.
[To BABI] You kenow what you
want them to sound Hee, and I
think maybe you could direct =
band 1o play your songs. How
amaring would that be 1 year meta-
ally new had A chafics 1o take some
aof thoss songs and actually complete them?®

EM: Did you ever expect 1o achieve fame in thés manner, and at thas point?
MM: No way, no way. But it could be a blessing in disgsise. ['ve gat thie lady
friend and she said, well, 1 lonow that's terrible absiat the stcrage unit, but maybe
there will be a slver bniag [ sadd, how the hell & there going to be o gilver lin-
ingr! All that stull, ten yeass of a5ulf [ got stolen, and all you can talk about iz a
silver lining?

EM: What do you see in the Riture, a fow yeara down the road for Mingering
Mlike?

MM [ owould ke to ses & whale bunch n the future, 1 just don't want to get all
wwoll-headed and everything. I'd be saying to people, if you don't have & parage,
I can't get [my head] in there!

Cro fo wawemingemngmike.cam fo semd fan mall and check fBr ppdates. To see
the full transcrpd of this inderview, see Www, SWineeimagarine. com.
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